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Everyone has that “ah-ah” moment that puts a situation in a better perspective and takes 

away the fog that once clouded one’s vision. The first Veterinary Public Health class in my fifth 

year was my “ah-ah” moment. I could not expressly decide if I had found my passion, but I 

could say I had found something that resonated with me. Being able to study science using a 

social science approach is what tickled my fancy in that class. 

Upon graduation from veterinary school, I decided to intern with a public health organization 

- Dr Ameyo Stella Adadevoh (DRASA) Health Trust, which sparked my interest in the 

interconnectivity between humans, animals and the environment in the public health space. 

I was pleasantly surprised to see how public health was always being viewed from the 

medical, veterinary and ecological lenses. As DRASA’s Graduate Intern, I was supervised by 

the Programs Coordinator, an environmental health specialist who introduced me to data 

entry and analysis using Epidata. Though I had previously been exposed to some 

epidemiological software during one of my Veterinary Public Health modules, that experience 

was nothing compared to having data to enter and analyse.  

To accelerate my vision of becoming an expert in One Health, I decided to apply to the 

University of California (UC) Davis California School of Veterinary Medicine based on her 

ground-breaking records. The school sets a standard for the other 29 veterinary schools in the 

US in research, conducting groundbreaking research through its Veterinary Medicine 

Research Facility 3B. From 1950 to date, UC Davis California has been building a cascade of 

successes. From Robert Leighton’s collaboration with other experts to develop the first 

practical canine total hip replacements in 1950, a perfect example of the of synergy between 

health and technology; to the development of the first monkey model of human asthma in 

the year 2000; to the development of the salmonella vaccine in 2012 by Stephen J McSorley 

and the saving of 2-year old pitbull’s (Bean) life in 2013 through the collaboration of 

veterinarians and human surgeons to perform a laryngectomy, it is glaring that UC Davis is 

using the One Health approach to solving global health issues. 



Moreover, for my undergraduate research work, diligence, commitment, dedication and 

determination were values imbibed in me. I evaluated hepatic functional and structural 

parameters in dogs diagnosed with one hemoparasitic disease or gastroenteritis. Colorimetric 

assay and microscopic evaluation were conducted on the blood samples I obtained from the 

dogs. This experience prepared me for clinical research, which I hope to engage in at the UC 

Davis School of Veterinary Medicine. 

Besides, I recently read an article on the research carried out by UC Davis Professor Christine 

Kreuder, post-doctoral fellow Pranav Pandit and some co-authors. Their brilliant work on 

predicting wildlife reservoirs and global vulnerability to zoonotic Flaviviruses implies that 

veterinary science is useful in forecasting epidemiological patterns that may affect human 

populations. Further, UC Davis Professor Jonna Mazet’s work on PREDICT—a USAID project 

on Emerging Pandemic Threats that aims to prevent, detect and respond to new infectious 

pathogens that can spread from wildlife to humans made me enthusiastic to work with her. I 

find her research focus greatly coincides with my research interests.  

I aspire to be one of the drivers of positive change in veterinary health, not just at the local 

level, but internationally. I see myself speaking from a level of in-depth understanding of not 

just epidemiology, infectious disease surveillance and control,  but leadership and risk 

communication, and emerging issues in One Health, to make informed decisions at high-level 

meetings on health at the United Nations or even the World Health Organization.  

 

 


